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Dtps. = Doritaenopsis (Door-it-tah-NOP-sis) A hybrid genus made up of Doritis (Dor.) x Phalaenopsis (Phal.).
Dor. = Doritis (Door-EY E-tis) A natural orchid genus.

Phdps. = Phalandopsis (Fal-ahn-DOP-sis) A hybrid genus made up of Phalaenopsis (Phal.) x
Vandaenopsis (Vdps.).

Vdps. = Vandaenopsis (Van-den-OP-sis) A hybrid genus made up of Phalaenopsis (Phal.) x Vanda (V.).

Slc. = Sophrolaeliocattleya (Soh-froh-lay-lee-oh-CAT-lee-yah) A hybrid genus made up of
Sophronitis (S.) x Laelia (L.) x Cattleya (C.).

S. = Sophronitis (Soh-froh-NEY E-tis) A natural orchid genus.

Online sites with more information:
Pronunciations for various orchid genera: www.theorchidsite.com/names.htm
A list of orchid genera and their standard abbreviations can be found at www.orchids.mu/Glossary/Glossary _A.htm




- Part Two -

By Nancy Volpe - February 2006
Photography by Joe Volpe

WEéll, as promised, I’'m back to discuss some important particulars,
that is, how | grow them. | should add that if you already grow phrags suc-
cessfully, please do not dramatically change your culture, but perhaps you
might glean afew pointers that may help you to improve your growing.

Y ou®e heard the old saying, "If it works, don®fix it."

Phrag. schlimii ‘Birchwood’
CCM/AOS

We grow our phragmipediumsin an airy atmosphere with humidity at
60 to 70%. They require fairly high light, 2000-3000 ft. candles, but not as bright as cattleyas. The exception
are the besseas. They are grown under a dlightly lower light on the back shelf of the greenhouse. The tem-
perature is set at a minimum 58°F. and rises to 68°F., giving them a 10° differential. In sunny or warmer
weather, the temperature may reach as high as 85°F. Remember, air movement is essential.

| water very early on sunny days, perhaps 2-3 times per week in the summer and maybe once a week

Phrag. schlimii
‘Birchwood’” CCM/AQOS

during the colder winter months. Always be on guard, DO NOT leave moisture
in the axles. Moisture combined with cold night temperatures may cause prob-
lems. Just a side note here, phrags are never realy dormant. You may water
them freely throughout the year. | also separate al of my orchids by pot size (I
use plastic pots) and can tell when a plant needs watering by the pot weight. In
other genera, this works very well and there tends to be no over- or under-
watering occurring. The phrags seem to take a little more water than other or-
chids, but | do not keep them "dripping” or "soggy.” However, | am growing
each in asmall plastic saucer of water, being sure the water level does not com-
pletely cover the drainage holes at the bottom sides of the pot, since | believe the
roots need both moisture and air.

In repotting your plants, you should be sure to look for hairy like roots
with white tips. If you find this condition you can be assured your root system is
doing well. Since phrags bloom randomly as their new growths mature, | have
found success in repotting after their blooming period even though some growths
are aready half matured. Repotting does not seem to have an effect on their
blooming.

| use plastic pots with styrofoam peanuts at the bottom and a very open potting medium. It consists of
equal parts: medium and small bark, medium and small perlite, and medium and small charcod. | believe the
charcoal plays an important role in growing a healthy plant. | decided to pre-moisten the above ingredients and
found that pre-soaking the mix was the way to go to get it fully wet. It's aso messy but it works.



We now come to fertilizing. You should perk up and read care-
fully. I originaly regularly used Peters 18-18-18 (with very low urea ni-
trogen) and occasionally 30-10-10 and 10-30-20 throughout the year.
Later we switched from the balanced Peters to Ca Mag 15-5-15. How-
ever, twice a year, April and then again in October, | supplement with a
top dressing mix of equal parts dried blood and bone meal. To gauge
how much to use, a 5-inch pot is given a full teaspoon and an 8-inch pot
gets a full tablespoon. Immediately after the top dressing is added, the

Phrag. sargentianum

plants are drenched thoroughly. Remember, dried blood is al nitrogen, and by using this above recipe, the
plants are given a good boost and multiple growths are produced each year. The bone meal aids in robust
blooming. (Warning to house growers! Dried blood is not desirable for indoor growers as it has a strong,
quite unpleasant odor; but if you follow the above recipe, place your plants outdoors for a couple of days

and drench there.)

Y ou will hopefully appreciate the end result of these culture tips as we did when many of our phrags
gleaned coveted awards from the American Orchid Society.

As for pests and diseases, Phragmipediums do not seem to be as susceptible to those nasty little crea
tures that can make a grown orchid grower cry. Years ago, Joe and | used to grow our collection outdoors
and learned a very important lesson in that against the forces of Mother Na-
ture we must be more diligent. | am afirm believer, however, in preventative
maintenance and we regularly spray all of our greenhouses with pesticides
and fungicides using a respirator mask and protective clothing. For home
growing, my suggestion is to do your maintenance in the early spring and late
fall when you can use the outdoors to spray.

With al that we®e read over the last several years regarding endan-
gered species, my husband Joe had been dabbling in his spare time in propa-|  Phrag. schlimii ‘Nancy’

Phrag. Cora Jewel
(sargentianum x schlimii)

gating and flasking orchids. | might add
that a great deal of time, patience, and
equipment goes into such an endeavor. We were successful in propagat-
ing a cross of Phrag. sargentianum with Phrag. schlimii which we had
hoped to name Phrag. Nancy Volpe. Unfortunately, the Eric Young
Foundation of Jersey Isle beat us to the punch by two weeks in registering
this cross as Coral Jewel.

WEell, 1®@e now given you al of the information on how | grow the
genus phragmipedium, so now it®up to you. | hope you®e found this ar-
ticle both enlightening and informative, and when it's al said and done,
one can only wonder how fantastic nature really is. Now | am looking
forward to reading about other society member experiences.
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Pinelands Orchid Society—Members Awards—SEPOS Show 2006

Ancistrochilus rothschildianus ‘ Waterford’
Epidendrum capricornu
Phragmipedium Don Wimber ‘ Pompeston Gardens HCC/AQOS
Sanfieldara Orange Stardust ‘Masumi” AM/AQOS
Calanthe Grouville ‘Madeleine
Laeliocattleya Orglade’ s Grand ‘ Orchis AM/AOS
Brassolaeliocattleya Silk Road ‘ Sunlight Zone’ HCC/AQOS
Cattleya Horace ‘Maxima AM/AQS
Brassolaeliocattleya Chia Lin ‘New City’ AM/AOS
Potinara Edith North ‘ Danny Adams’
Brassolaeliocattleya Pamela Hetherington * Coronation” HCC/AQOS

Brassolaelia Morning Glory ‘ Cozine
Brassolaeliocattleya Goldenzelle ‘ Lemon Chiffon’ AM/AQOS
Cattleya Earl ‘Imperialis FCC/AOS
Brassolaeliocattleya Traveling Star* Polar Glow’
Vuylstekeara Pacific Wave
Wilsonara Aloha Sparks ‘ Edna’ s Flame'

Phragmipedium Rosy Charm

Cischweinfia pusilla
Rhynchostylis gigantea var. alba
Laelia Santa Barbara Sunset * Showtime’ HCC/AOS
Laeliocattleya El Cerrito

Epidendrum Star Valley ‘Violet Queen’
Laeliocattleya L ove Sound ‘ Dogashima’
Paphiopedilum Invincible ‘ Spread Eagle’
Brassolaeliocattleya Fuchs Orange Nuggett ‘L ea’
Doritaenopsis Taisuco Mickey
Oncidium Hybrid
Phragmipedium Noirmont ‘Nancy’
Paphiopedilum Hybrid
Paphiopedilum Norito Hasegawa
Paphiopedilum Hybrid
Doritaenopsis Kiska
Phalaenopsis Brother Sandra * Splash’
Brassocattleya Big Ben ‘Blue Mountain’ HCC/AOS/CCM/AQS

Phalandopsis Arizona Star * Jim Turnbow’

Cymbidium Mystique
Laeliocattleya Drumbeat ‘ Heritage’
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